IRON AND  STEEL IN BRITAIN
reducibility of ore, quality of coke, rate of driving the furnaces, use
of mechanical aids, temperature of blast and difference in the type
of pig iron produced, but the present object is to supply a statistical
comparison.
There are no data available on the number of men employed in
Britain on pig-iron making until after 1900, but it is apparent that
while in the igth century Belgium and the U.S.A. showed up best
in respect of output per man, Britain did not seriously suffer in
comparison up to the outbreak of the European War in 1914.
After the war all countries except the U.S.A. showed the common
feature of a fall in production per man followed by a rapid increase,
but whereas in the U.S.A. production per man increased 5 per cent
between 1913 and 1920, and European countries shortly after
attained higher levels than in 1913, Britain hardly attained its
pre-war figure and the output of pig iron per man was lower than
in any of the countries under comparison. It was, in fact, only one-
third of the average for the U.S.A. and two-thirds that of Germany.
This was no doubt connected with the partial working of the
British blast furnace capacity as, although the most efficient furnaces
would be kept in use, workmen might have been retained ready to
light up furnaces if the demand arose. Before 1914 there was some
evidence that the average percentage of furnaces in blast was about
60 in all countries except Germany (80 per cent), where the fastest
growth in production and exports was to be noted. In the latter
part of the decade 1920-30 a 60 per cent average was attained in the
U.S.A. and Germany, with France above this average and Belgium
sometimes working 100 per cent capacity. In Britain, however, only
about 40 per cent of the furnace capacity was operating.
The low output per man, in view of the most efficient furnaces
being kept under fire, confirms the evidence above that average
British practice and degree of mechanization left much to be desired.
(K) WAGES PAID IN PIG IRON PRODUCTION
A comparison of wages paid to pig iron workers in the different
countries cannot be made with accuracy owing to the varying
methods of manning and working the furnaces. It has been noted
above, however, that labour costs in pig iron manufacture itself
sardy exceed 10 per cent of the total and in the U.S.A. may fell
bckw 5 per cent Data on this point are given in the
table: